Oxford and its Story

is described as a human body* The Master was the
head, endued with the five senses of seeing clearly,
hearing discreetly, smelling sagaciously, tasting
moderately, and touching fitly; the senior Fellow was
the neck; the Deans were the shoulders ; the two
priests the sides ; the Bursars the arms and hands;
the Fellows the stomach ; the scholars the legs; and
the servants the feet, whose function it is to go
whithersoever they are bidden. Just as the body
when sick would require a physician, so it was said
would the College sometimes require a visitor. The
Masters and Fellows were given the unusual privilege
of choosing their own visitor.

In the- fifteenth century the whole quadrangle was
rebuilt; the Old Hall, the Old Library,1 the Master's
House, and the block of buildings and gateway facing
Broad Street being then erected. Of these the shell
of the Master's House, the Old Hall, now converted
into an undergraduates' library, and the Old Library,
much defaced by Wyatt, survive. The enst wall of
the library was used to form the west end of the
chapel, which was built in 1529 to replace the old,
oratory. The sixteenth century chapel was removed
and the present building erected as a memorial to Dr
Jenkins, under whom Balliol had begun to develop
into a College of almost national importance. Mr
Butterfield, the architect who had done his best to

1 The Library contains many MSS. of Robert Browning
together with the " small quarto " on which the poet based
"The Ring and the Book.7* He was an honorary fellow of
the College which he enriched by these bequests.

West of the Master's lodgings, and facing Broad Street,
Fisher's Buildings were erected in 1769, at the expense of a
fellow of that name. They are in the Italian style, and are
furnished with a Ghost. Other buildings, to the North of
these, and facing the Martyrs' Memorial, were added in
18*5 and 1855.